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Horror of Columbine recalled

A Platte Canyon High School student is embraced by a woman Wednesday after she was evacuated from the
school near Bailey, Colo. In a scene reminiscent of Columbine, a gunman took six girls hostage at the high
school in this mountain town Wednesday, holding authorities at bay for hours before he shot and fatally wounded
a girl and then killed himself as SWAT team members moved in.
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Backroom drama
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But just as Ottawa boasted of a po-
tentially significant victory in Wash-
ington, Republican leaders in the
House surprised everyone Wednesday
with unexpected objections.

House Speaker Dennis Hastert and
judiciary committee chairman James
Sensenbrenner — known on Capitol
Hill for their hardball backroom tac-
tics — are reportedly angry that provi-
sions to battle illegal Latino gangs and
other immigration measures were not
included in the new US$34.8 billion
Homeland Security spending bill.

They were preventing the bill from
going to lawmakers for a final vote and
threatening to strip out the passport
delay altogether, claiming it would
weaken efforts to protect the U.S. from
terrorists.

Sensenbrenner apparently took his
objections directly to the White House,
which has quietly backed Canada’s
call for a delay.

“We’re going to wait until we get the
right things in (the legislation),”
Hastert told Congressional Quarterly:.

The backroom drama was ongoing
Wednesday night.

“The Republican leadership is
telling people here that this (deadline)
extension is not going to go through,”
said John Santore, a spokesman for
New York Rep. Louise Slaughter, who
has led congressional efforts to delay
the travel document plan.

“There is some question about
whether this bill is going to be done at
all this week. It may be punted until af-
ter the election. We don’t know that
yet. What the leadership is telling peo-
ple is that they are fighting this exten-
sion, and they are going to keep fight-
ingit.”

Observers baffled

The sudden opposition from Repub-
lican leaders has baffled many politi-
cal observers, largely because several
GOP lawmakers from northern bor-
der states are eager to see the passport
rules delayed. Furthermore, many of
those Republican members of Con-
gress are in tough re-election battles
and could be punished by voters if
they fail to push back the deadline.

Congress is expected to adjourn Fri-
day so lawmakers can return to their
districts and campaign, adding ur-
gency to passage of the Homeland Se-
curity spending bill.

Canadian officials were scrambling
to determine whether House Republi-
cans were truly determined to kill the
agreement, or simply using the pass-
port issue as a bargaining chip.

Even other Republicans were furi-
ous with the last-minute manoeuvres.

Senator Arlen Spector, Republican
chairman of the senate judiciary com-
mittee, penned an angry letter to his
colleagues in the house saying he
would accept no changes to the Home-
land Security agreement.

“I would like to state for the record
my strong opposition to any changes,”
he said.

Meantime, the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce issued an alert to its mem-
bers urging them to contact Republi-
can leaders and demand they leave the
legislated delay untouched.

Specialists too busy
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Kralj’s study indicates that although
the latter part of the wait is getting
shorter as the provincial government
invests heavily in targeted procedures
such as hip and knee replacements
and cataract surgery, what some fami-
ly doctors refer to as the initial “hid-
den wait time” may well be getting
longer.

“What benefit is that to the patient,
since their total wait may not be get-
ting any better?” Kralj asked.

Since coming to power, the Liberals
have invested $611 million to fund
thousands of additional hip and knee
replacements, MRIs, CT scans and
cataract, cancer and cardiac proce-
dures. The result has been a decline in
the time that elapses between when a
specialist decides to treat and when
the procedure takes place.

Faced with an election 12 months
from now, the Ontario Liberals have
been touting the improvements as
proof their strategy is working.

The medical association’s study sup-
ports this view up to a point. It docu-
ments a 16 per cent increase in the vol-
ume of cataract and hip replacements
and a 30 per cent increase in knee re-
placements in the first nine months of
2005 compared to a year earlier.

At the same time, however, there was
little or no growth in the number of
consultations ophthalmologists and
orthopedic surgeons conducted with
new patients, prompting some family
physicians to speculate specialists are
too busy performing the additional
surgeries ordered by the government.

Population growth and the aging
population suggest the number of con-
sultations should increase by about
three per cent annually:.

Kralj says this “stagnation” in the
number of new patient consultations
is a concern “because it could be in-
dicative of longer waiting times for pa-
tients to see the specialist once re-
ferred by their family doctor.”

David Spencer, a spokesman for On-
tario Health Minister George Smither-
man, said the issue is “certainly one
that the government is aware of.”

PATIENTS A PRIORITY

Hotel-Dieu Grace Hospital CEO
Neil McEvoy said he did not have
access to local statistics concern-
ing wait times, but said the hospi-
tal ensures priority patients see a
specialist as soon as they are
referred by their family physician.

“When we look at the demand,
surgeons identify the priorities,
just as (the physicians) are doing
so on their end,” he said. “But it’s
an ongoing problem across the
province.” — Star Staff

“What we’re in the midst of right
now is creating a system that has not
existed before and making sure it is up
and operating to the best of our ability.
It measures the wait time from (a spe-
cialist’s) decision to treat to treatment.
A decision to expand beyond that
would be one for consideration once
we’ve got this current wait time sys-
tem developed to the fullest,” he said,
noting it is difficult to conclude
whether the initial wait time is in-
creasing.

Anecdotal evidence from family
physicians suggests the medical asso-
ciation’s concern is justified.

“My overall sense from my practice
and from talking to colleagues is that it
is taking longer to get people seen by
consultants,” said Dr. Nicholas Pim-
lott, a family physician.

“It can still take anywhere from six
months to one year for a patient to get
in to see an orthopedic surgeon. My
sense is that is longer than what it
was,” said Pimlott, who is now work-
ing with colleagues on a study to deter-
mine just how long what he called the
“hidden wait time” for a first appoint-
ment with a specialist really is.

“Unless you think there is an emer-
gency, the wait time to see an ophthal-
mologist is (also) getting longer in my
experience. Within the last week, I've
referred two or three people to see
opthalmologists — in one case for a
problem I felt needed to be seen fairly
promptly. The best appointment time I
could get was January.”
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Spitfires ‘moving on’
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“We’re hands on and more in-
volved,” said ex-NHLer Warren
Rychel, one of the team’s three new
owners. “We had our own talk and the
kids know it’s hands off.”

The Canadian Hockey League took
steps to ensure a similar incident does-
n’t happen again.

Each team is given a presentation by
the league on the rules regarding haz-
ing and penalties. Players must also
sign off after the meeting stating they
understand the rules.

“There are very strong guidelines
for the OHL,” co-owner and head
coach Bob Boughner said.

Should they break those rules, they
could “lose the privilege to play in the
league,” said Rychel, who is also the
team’s general manager.

Spitfires management had a discus-
sion on the subject with players this
year.

“Everyone knows what happened
here,” said goaltender Anthony
Guadagnolo, who came to the team af-
ter the hazing incident. “As an over-
ager, I won’tlet anything happen.”

The hazing led to the suspension and
firing of head coach and general man-
ager Moe Mantha. He is now an assis-
tant coach with Rochester of the

American Hockey League.

“Nothing happened to the players in-
volved,” Mantha said. “They weren’t
held accountable for what they did.
What lessons are they supposed to
learn from that?”

Mantha was hit with a 40-game sus-
pension as coach, removed as GM for
the year and the team was fined
$35,000.

Downie, who left the team awaiting a
trade, was finally dealt to Peterbor-
ough. He is in camp with the NHL’s
Philadelphia Flyers this year.

Aliu returned to the club briefly, but
went home and was finally dealt to the
Sudbury Wolves at the deadline.

Efforts to reach both players this
week were unsuccessful.

By February, club owner Steve Riolo
sold the team to Boughner, Rychel and
Pete Dobrich.

“It left a black mark (for the team)
for a while, but I think since we took
over everyone’s willing to forgive and
forget,” said Boughner, who hopes to
lead the Spits (0-2) to their first win
tonight against the Sault Ste. Marie
Greyhounds at Windsor Arena.

“It’s in the past and we’ve moved
on,” Rychel said.

Jjparker@thestar.canwest.com
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Casino expansion plans
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However, he said he expects the pic-
ture to brighten by 2009, with profits
nearly doubling at casinos in both
cities. “In the case of Windsor, we’re
making a significant investment into
the amenities in that property,” said
Brown. “We believe that when they
come online we will be able to attract a
different audience, a broader audience
... we will be able to return Windsor to
a position in the market it previously
occupied.”

Coun. Alan Halberstadt, whose
Ward 3 encompasses the casino, said
Brown’s estimates counter long-stand-
ing assertions from local MPPs
Dwight Duncan and Sandra Pupatello
that the fallout from the smoking law
would be temporary. “I know that San-
dra and Dwight were downplaying the
pessimism, but now it looks like the
city wasright.”

Duncan defended the legislation,
saying that other factors “beyond the
control” of any government are to
blame for declining profits at Casino
Windsor.

“Profits had been declining since
9-11,” said Duncan, (L—Windsor-St.
Clair).

“The value of the Canadian dollar
has had an impact on tourism across
Ontario; if you talk to the people at the
Shaw and Stratford festivals they’1l tell
you they’re experiencing the same
thing.”

$400-million expansion

Duncan echoed Brown’s confidence
in the province’s investment in the
Windsor facility. Casino Windsor is in
the midst of a $400-million expansion,
which includes a 400-room hotel and a
100,000-square-foot convention centre
that will house a 5,000-seat entertain-
ment facility.

The project is expected to be com-
pleted in early 2008.

In Niagara Falls, Brown said
changes to “management, marketing
and operations” will lead to improve-
ment in the business.

He also cautioned that “in both cas-
es, of course, we're also looking at the
impact of border issues, change in the
American currency and the impact of

the smoke-free Ontario legislation.”

But Brown’s cautious optimism of-
fered little comfort to Jones. “He’s gaz-
ing into a crystal ball, I'm more con-
cerned about the here and now. What
are we going to do with all the people
who are laid off?”

In July, Casino Windsor cut 297
unionized and 32 non-union staff be-
cause of the slowdown in the number
of American gamblers, who make up
80 per cent of its customer base.

But there are no plans for further
layoffs despite the bleak profit picture,
said Amy Tang, spokeswoman for
David Caplan, minister of public infra-
structure renewal, which oversees the
gaming corporation.

Gaming analyst agrees

The province has argued that the ex-
pansion will serve as a panacea for
current ills — an argument that has re-
ceived conditional support from
Michigan-based gaming analyst
Robert Russell.

“It’s fantastic,” Russell, said of the
expansion. “Casino Windsor manage-
ment has done a remarkable job navi-
gating extremely unpredictable wa-
ters.”

However, he said, any recovery also
depends on what happens with border
security as well as growing competi-
tion from the three Detroit casinos,
which are also planning to increase
the amount of gaming space and add
hotel rooms for overnight stays.
“Things bode well on the Michigan
side of the border because Detroit casi-
nos will be transitioning into perma-
nent facilities over the next couple of
years,” he said. “The industry is in-
vesting more than $1.2 billion, adding
1,200 hotel rooms and 75,000 square
feet in extra gaming space among the
three casinos.”

Despite growing competition, the
Detroit-Windsor region should be able
to support four casinos as long as the
Michigan economy stays afloat, said
Russell.

“It won’t be easy, but management
(at Casino Windsor) has illustrated
flexibility to move with the market and
trying to gain or hold on to what you
have.”

— with files from the Ottawa Citizen

LOTTERY NUMBERS

Lottery Day

Lotto 6/49 Wed.
Encore Wed.
Ontario 49 Wed.
Pick 3 Wed.
Pick 4 Wed.
Daily Keno Wed.

In the event of any discrepancy between this list and the official winning

numbers, the latter shall prevail.

Numbers Bonus
15,23,38,40,41,49 2
8531018

2,14,15,18,19,35 21
035

9467

2,3,8,10,11,17,25,26,28,32,33,
34,39,41,42,46,47,52,63,65
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